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Principal's Message

Welcome, South Raiders!
It’s hard to believe the start of the 2020-21 school year begins next week, August 17. It
certainly wasn’t our desire to start in a Remote Learning environment, but that’s what we
will do in order to be prepared and keep everyone safe. Dr. Larson’s explanation for why
District 87 made the decision to start in a Remote Learning environment was based on
these reasons:
Strict guidance from the Government and Health agencies
Supply chain issues with personal protective equipment (PPE) acquisition
Facilities planning and changes
Staff availability
I have pulled out key information from our Parent FAQ to share.

Schedule: Students will receive teacher-led instruction at home via live stream. They will
keep their full schedule of classes participating in the same classes, with the same
teachers. Students will access all assignments, assessments, and learning activities in
Schoology. Teachers are always available for help via Gmail, Schoology, or online office
hours.
Grading: Last year, when we went into remote learning, ISBE issued a directive requiring
that grades “do no harm” to students to accommodate the vastly different physical, mental,
economic, technological, and social-emotional experiences of students, most of whom
were engaging in remote school day learning for the first time.
ISBE has lifted that requirement for the 2020-21 school year. This means a return to
traditional grades (1, 2, 3, 4, 5) for completion of assignments, assessments, other
classroom instructional activities, finals and the semester grade. Students' grades
will count and may fluctuate up and down throughout the semester as they learn new skills
and concepts. Final grades will be factored into student transcripts and reflected
within GPA.
Attendance:
Students are expected to attend class each period. Teachers will take attendance.
Students that are absent 3 or more times will be referred to the attendance office and may
receive a dean intervention.
Recording lessons:
Classes will not be recorded for future use. We will be streamed in real-time to encourage
students to take advantage of the synchronous nature of our revamped learning model,
we will not record and post lessons for later viewing. If a student is too ill to participate
remotely, students will still have access to Schoology to get the lesson materials from that
day. This is exactly the same as the expectations prior to the pandemic.

Classroom Guidelines for Students During Online Learning
Please keep in mind that the classroom expectations are no different than what is expected in a
traditional classroom setting. When you are in class in the virtual setting, the expectations are the same
as they are in a Glenbard South classroom.
Tips for Success
Be prepared
Know the correct link that you will be using for the class.
Know what time the class begins.
Have headphones, or eliminate distractions in the room.
Find a quiet place to work.
Know where to get help.
Tech support for students- fill out this FORM
DIRECTIONS FOR LOGGING INTO ZOOM CLICK HERE
DIRECTIONS FOR LOGGING INTO SCHOOLOGY CLICK HERE
Learn the virtual classroom that you will be using (Zoom, Google Meet, etc)

Learn how to enter the class.
Learn how to leave the class at the end of the lesson.
Learn how to mute your microphone.
Learn how to turn off your camera.
Remember, this is a classroom
Be respectful to your teachers and your peers.
Limit your internet usage
Streaming devices (Netflix, online gaming, wifi, etc) will limit your internet connection.
Be patient!
This is new and challenging for everyone involved
Attendance
Just like in-person learning, classroom attendance during the remote setting is mandatory.
Be on time- students who are late to class will be marked tardy by their teacher.
If you are going to be absent from class, please have your parent/guardian call the attendance
office by 10:30 AM.
Stay in the classroom the entire lesson. If you need to leave for any reason, please notify your
teacher without disrupting the lesson, and have your parent/guardian contact the attendance
office.
Be consistent- develop good attendance habits early in the semester.
Behavior
Remember, if it is not appropriate in the classroom, it is not appropriate virtually.
You are not permitted to record class at any time.
Dress appropriately.
Set up an appropriate background setting. You may set up an appropriate virtual background.
Always use appropriate language when you are speaking or writing in the chatbox. Remember,
anything that you type in the chat can be viewed by your classmates and your teacher.
Do not disrupt the learning environment.

Instructional Insider
20-21 School Year Testing Announcements:

College Board Testing Information: SAT, PSAT/NMSQT, PSAT 10 & PSAT 8/9

Seniors: You were scheduled to take the SAT in April, but due to cessation of inperson instruction, this test was cancelled. Illinois has funded a fall SAT
administration for all seniors, and it is believed that this will be administered on
Wednesday, September 23, if we are able to resume in-person instruction. Please
be aware that Illinois is still requiring all seniors to take a School Day SAT for
graduation and this will fulfill this requirement. Parents wishing to opt out their 12
grade student from SAT testing on September 23rd due to Covid-19 safety
concerns, should call Ms. Jessica Santee, Assistant Principal for Instruction at 630942-6800.

Juniors: You are encouraged to take the PSAT 10/NMSQT (National Merit
Scholarship Qualifying Test) on Saturday, October 17. This exam serves several
purposes:

It provides you with a good practice opportunity for the SAT which you will take on
Wednesday, April 13 with your grade level to fulfill your Illinois state graduation
requirement.
It allows you to enroll in the National Merit Scholarship Competition. This is the
qualifying exam.

More information about registration will come soon. Juniors will be offered an
opportunity to take an SAT Prep Class offered at each high school during 2nd
semester.

Sophomores: All sophomores will take the PSAT 10 on Tuesday, April 14. This will
allow for continued feedback on learning standards and progress as you prepare for
the SAT junior year.

Freshman: All freshmen will take the PSAT 8/9 exam on Tuesday, April 14. This is
the same exam used for student placement in 8th grade, and allows
students/parents feedback relative student learning and preparation for the SAT
junior year.

Test preparation: Juniors will be offered an opportunity to take an SAT Prep Class
offered at each high school during 2nd semester. All students can prepare for the
PSAT or SAT test is through FREE individualized test preparation at the Khan
Academy website (www.khanacademy.org/test-prep). Junior students will learn
about this free offering at school. Parents and students can learn more about this
free resource by watching a 10 minute video at https://goo.gl/BjYDZg. More
information about the PSAT test and the SAT test can be found at
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org.

College Board Account: All Sophomores-Seniors should have a College Board
Account. This account allows students to enroll in their AP Class and register to
take AP exams, view scores and track progress on the PSAT and SAT, send scores
to colleges and universities. Directions on setting up individual college board
accounts can be found here: Setting Up Your College Board Account Link

Advanced Placement: District #87 will pay the exam fees for one AP test for every

student enrolled in AP Courses this year. All additional Advanced Placement Exam
fees will be included in student registration this year. Students will register for their
AP class/exam during the first two weeks of the school year using their College
Board Account.

IMPORTANT RESOURCES

BOOSTERS

Welcome Back from the Glenbard South Boosters!
We need you more than ever! While things may not run as "normal" as in previous years,
membership dollars raised this school year will go towards scholarships, funding
extracurricular activities, athletics, and the arts. Your membership kit is coming in the mail
next week -- check your mailbox!
To join online now, please visit https://www.schoolpay.com/parent/mip/MdvV.
Please note that any memberships that include Activity Passes (Individual or Family) will
be applied for the winter, spring, and extended seasons.
Also, look out for emails in the coming weeks about upcoming virtual and in-person
activities, Raider Wear, and more!

GLENBARD PARENT SERIES

Superintendent's Message
Dear Glenbard families,
What a challenging year. Thank you for your support as we
prepare for this year’s unique kickoff to the school year. Even
in these difficult times, we are confident your student will have
a quality, rigorous experience. The following is important
information to be aware of regarding the first day of school.
READY FOR THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL- for students and
parents
School starts at 7:30AM on Monday, August 17, and all

students are learning remotely until September 8. Students
should log into Schoology on their Glenbard iPad before
7:30AM. Then, open your first period class and tap the link to
the livestream video. If you do not see a link to the livestream,
email your teacher.
Follow the schedule below:

Things to do before school starts:
Make sure your iPad is fully charged and connected to WiFi.
Make sure you know how to log into Schoology (with your Glenbard Google
credentials) on your iPad.
Many teachers will use Zoom for live streaming. Follow these directions to access
the Zoom app on your iPad.
New students should complete the Welcome to the iPad course before school starts
on Monday.
Students with technical difficulties may submit a technical help request online or call
the technical support phone line at 630-942-7777. Then leave a message with your
first and last name, school, ID number, call back phone number and a description of
the issues. A tech support person will call you back during school hours. This is
available in English and Spanish.
Thanks again for your understanding and support.
David F. Larson, Ed.D.
Superintendent

